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HE  want  of  a  Conscience  Clause  for  the 
working  of  Elementary  Schools  and  the 
desire  for  a  regular  and  systematic  course 
of  Education  in  Hebrew  and  the  tenets  of 
the  Jewish  Religion,  impelled  some  influential  and  zealous 
members  of  the  Jewish  community  in  Manchester  to 
found  these  Schools  in  the  year  1838.  Among  the  most 
prominent  of  these  workers  were  the  sons  of  the  late 
Abraham  Franklin,  notably  Mr.  Isaac  A.  Franklin,  who 
was  Hon.  Secretary  for  many  years,  and  during  his 
whole  life  took  the  greatest  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  institution. 

The  beginning  of  the  School  was  very  modest,  the 
pupils,  numbering  less  than  thirty,  being  housed  in  a 
private  dwelling-house  in  Hanover  Street.  The  growth 
of  the  Jewish  population  of  Manchester  and  the  popu- 
larity of  the  School  arising  from  the  excellence  of  the 
elementary  education  imparted,  gave  the  impetus  for  the 
erection  of  a  special  building,  which  was  erected  in  the 
Cheetham  Hill  Road,  and  was  formally  opened  by  the 
then  Chief  Rabbi,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Nathan  Adler. 
These  premises  proved  sufficient  till  the  year  1869.  On 
the  24th  October  of  that  year  the  present  buildings  in 
Derby  Street,  Cheetham,  were  formally  opened  by 
Edward  Nathan,  Esq.,  the  President,  in  the  presence 
of  an  assembly  composed  of  the  heads  of  the  Jewish 
community  and  a  number  of  important  non-Jewish 
citizens.  The  entire  cost  was  defrayed  by  private 
liberality,  no  subsidy  being  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment or  any  public  source.  The  buildings  were  opened 
entirely  free  from  debt  and  were  considered  models  for 
their  purpose. 


The  premises  have  since  been  enlarged  by  the  addition 
of  a  second  storey  and  the  building  of  an  additional 
wing. 

Though  the  Schools  were  and  are  distinctly  Jewish 
and  denominational,  the  children  of  other  denominations 
have  always  been  eligible  for  their  benefits.  They  have 
been  enrolled  therein,  have  participated  in  all  their  work, 
and  been  eligible  for  and  received  prizes. 

The  curriculum  of  the  School  has  always  been  as 
wide  as  the  age  of  the  pupils  would  permit.  It  was 
one  of  the  first  of  the  elementary  schools  of  the  City 
to  teach  Manual  Work,  and  the  teaching  of  Shorthand 
has  been  a  feature  of  the  instruction  for  very  many 
years.  The  material  wants  of  the  pupils  have  been  a 
constant  care  to  the  Managers,  and  the  piovision  of 
clothes  and  free  meals  was  a  feature  long  before  either 
the  law  of  the  land  or  the  public  conscience  thought 
these  things  came  within  the  sphere  of  the  duties  of 
School  Managers. 

Several  Scholarships  have  been  founded  for  the 
furtherance  of  advanced  education.  They  are  as  follows 
in  the  order  of  their  foundation  : — 

"David  Falk,"  "Edward  Nathan,"  "Jacob 
Joel,"  and,  for  Girls  only,  "The  Abigail 
Behrens"  (founded  by  the  children  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Edward  Behrens,  who  was  for  many  years 
Lady  President  of  the  Girls'  and  Infants'  Schools). 

These  Scholarships  have  been  held  at  the  Uni- 
versities of  Oxford,  Cambridge  and  Manchester,  and  it 
is  gratifying  to  note  that  all  the  holders  without  exception 
have  gained  distinction  at  their  several  colleges,  and 


have  afterwards   occupied   honourable   positions   in  the 
learned  professions. 

Though  the  Schools  have  not  been  connected  with 
any  one  Synagogue,  the  Ministers  of  the  various  congre- 
gations have  always  manifested  the  greatest  interest  in 
the  work  and  have  regularly  given  instruction  within  the 
walls.  It  is  but  just  to  record  their  names  : — Rev. 
Prof.  D.  M.  Isaacs,  Rev.  Dr.  Gottheil,  Dr.  Wiener, 
Rev.  L.  M.  Simmons,  Rev.  Dr.  Mendez,  Rev.  A.  Cohen 
and  Rev.  J.  H.  Valentine.  In  addition  to  these  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Salomon  has  acte.d  as  Hon.  Examiner  for 
very  many  years. 

On  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  relating 
to  school  fees,  the  school  was  made  entirely  free. 

In  1902  the  school  was  placed  on  the  list  of  Non- 
provided  Schools  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Man- 
chester Education  Committee.  The  relations  between 
the  Members  of  this  Committee  and  the  Managers  of 
the  Schools  have  always  been  of  the  most  cordial 
character,  and  the  delegates  from  that  Committee  have 
attended  the  Meetings  of  the  Foundation  Managers. 

In  conclusion  it  is  but  right  to  say  that  although 
the  zeal  and  affection  of  the  Managers  shows  no 
diminution,  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  time,  and 
the  age  of  the  building  make  it  more  and  more  difficult 
to  keep  up  to  the  very  high  standard  they  have  always 
maintained  and  are  always  determined  to  maintain. 
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